Introduction Instructions                                                                                                                        Due 3-5-2021 by 11:59 PM

Provide the introduction to your study (you won't actually fully complete the study).  This will include a description of the general topic, your motivating questions and an explanation as to why readers should care about this issue.  You will explicitly identify your study dependent variable(s) and your study predictor variables (independent variables if you are proposing an actual experiment; you must be clear about this is your introduction).  You will explain how this study builds on prior findings in the literature and offers the potential to expand our understanding of this topic.  In addition to the text of the introduction, you will provide an APA formatted title page and an APA formatted reference page.  You must cite relevant work in your introduction to develop your hypothesis. Make sure to adhere to APA rules for citing these studies.

*Special note on the difference between paraphrasing versus quoting.  When you paraphrase, you are putting in your own words thoughts, ideas, statements generated by someone else.  You MUST credit their work.  When you paraphrase, you must cite the source that influenced your thinking.  When you quote, you are using the actual words that someone else wrote.  You are copying their words.  In this instance, APA says that for a brief quote, you should put the quotation in quotation marks AND provide the page number or numbers for that passage.  If it is a longer quote, you must format it as a block quote.  Either way you MUST indicate that you are quoting (i.e. using someone else's words). If you quote an author's work but present it as if you are paraphrasing, that is plagiarism.  For this assignment, you may quote, but you should keep quotes VERY limited.    


	
	Missing
	Minimal 50%
	Minimal 60%
	Adequate
70%
	Strong 80%
	Very Strong 90%
	Exemplary 100%

	Content
40 Points
	
	Introduction is poorly conceived with no evidence provided to support why this is an important or relevant topic. Hypothesis is poorly articulated.
	
	
	
	
	Introduction is well reasoned and clearly builds upon literature reviewed. Introduction clearly articulates how the proposed study builds on prior findings and presents a clear hypothesis for the current work. The introduction clearly identifies variables relevant to the study and is able to provide a justified operationalization for those constructs.

	Writing
40 points
	
	Numerous flaws in grammar. The meaning of numerous sentences is unclear due to poor sentence construction.  
	
	
	
	
	Prose is clear and eloquent.  No grammar errors.  Information is effectively organized and arguments build logically.

	APA Style Title page and In-text Citations 
10 points
	
	12 or more
	10-12
	6-9
	3-5
	1-2 errors
	No APA errors in in-text citations.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]APA Style Reference Page
10 points
	
	12 or more
	10-12
	6-9
	3-5
	1-2 errors
	No APA errors in reference page





